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to go home within weeks or perhaps 
months. Meanwhile she ministered 
to sick and exhausted refugees. That 
was nearly 12 years ago. Since then 
she has put her life and skills on the 
line in the small Thai border town of 
Mae Sot. She converted an old barn 
into a medical clinic that now attracts 
doctors from all over the world, who 
spend their holidays helping her. 
Among her grateful patients are oc- 
casionally soldiers from the same 
Burmese army that drove her out of 
her own country and Burmese of all 
different ethnic backgrounds, who 
slip across the border to benefit from 
the clinic. 


Min Ko Naing today is remem- 
bered for his courageous leadership 
and statements to his followers. For 
example: “World history has shown 
that people with strong spirit, unity, 
courage and discipline can bring 
down authoritarian governments. 
We believe in people power. Without 
your participation we can achieve 
nothing.” Links, Jan-Feb. 
2000) 
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Condom Tug of War 
The head of the Nyeri Catholic arch- 
diocese of Kenya, Bishop Nicodemus 
Kirima, November that 
Catholics won't change their position 
on the matter “even if one was to be 


said in 


killed for opposing condom use.” 


The church further said it would not 
compromise its stand on sex educa- 
tion which “if allowed, would open 
floodgates to irresponsible and im- 
moral youths.” Later the same week, 
Kenya’s President Moi declared 
AIDS a national disaster, “The threat 
of AIDS has reached alarming pro- 
portions and must not be treated ca- 
sually; in today’s world, condoms 
are a must,” he said. Moi further or- 
dered all schools and colleges to step 
up sexual education and asked all 
chiefs to produce solutions to cultur- 
al practices and beliefs that he said 
had helped the spread of AIDS. 
(Reprinted with permission from 
AMREF Canada Newsletter, Winter 
2000). 
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